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I j popular American plant 

FANNIE D. BERGEN. 

[At the request of the author and from plates kindly furnished by the editor «»f th*. 
Journal of American Folk-lore, Mr.W. W. Newell, the following is reprinted from that 
journal, both because of its intrinsic interest to botanists and for the sake of assisting 
the author in getting a more complete list of well authenticated local names. In this 
endeavor our readers are urged to cooperate, by sending such names to Mrs. bannie 
D. Bergen. 17 Arlington st., North Cambridge, Mass. Eds.] 


The following list of names of common wild and culti\ated plants 
has been prepared in the hope that it may suggest to folkdorists who 
have some acquaintance with botany the importance of recor m., 
and communicating such names as may come to their know e ge. 
This work has been very thoroughly done in Great Britain , it is 

time that something like it should be attempted for our own ora * 

In some cases, when I have taken the name fiom some 0Iie s ^ 
scription, there has been uncertainty as to the species, a t oug 
there was no doubt about the genus; so that, in a few instances, 

have only been able to give the latter. 

It is interesting to notice the part certain nouns, used as a jec 
tives or in composition, play in popular plant-names. orse, ci w 9 
and bull have been generally used to designate unusually ar 0 e an 
luxuriantly growing species, as the bull-thistle or horse-mint, or } 
are applied to coarse, common plants, as the horse-radish, tec 
lily. Dog, pig, or sow generally seems to carry the idea 0 comm 
n ^ss, as dog-fennel, pig-weed, sow-thistle. Goose and loa are ^ 
frequently used in much the same sense, e. g. goose-grass, toa - 
The word Indian we find in constant use to distinguish wi S ? » 
from those tame or more familiar ones which they somew a c 
resemble. Mollugo verticillata is thus called Indian c ic _ Haria 

distinguish it from the omnipresent common chickweec, 

which is naturalized from Europe. Not in requ ^ 

Indian” namesake of some well-known plant may e Anten- 
least a nominal substitute for the latter, e. g. Indian to ac hints 
plantaginifolia, is chewed by children. N°w »'•' J prac . 
and traditions of the use of certain plants m the ru r n dian 

*><- - of our Indians may have resulted in fastening t e n r j ce> 

that of these plants, and it is evident enough that t e t 

‘santa aquatica, owes the first part of its popular £ 00 j 

^portance which some tribes attached to it as an a 
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lie word snake plays an interesting part, too, in our popular bo 
tamcal vocabulary. In general, “ snake ” indicates a plant supposed 

Let P .° ,SOnOU 1 S ’ ° r one which exerts a malign influence, yet sL 
imes ,t is applied to a plant that is thought to act as an antidote .0 

the venom of snakes. . A botanist from St. Stephen, N. B., writes: 
Almost any unfamiliar berry is or may be snake-berrv, and all 

are , so a boy dares not eat a berry till some 

° ne I" s hlm . that 11 ls g° od - Hence, though no two agree as touch- 
n^ le 1 entity of the snake-berry, the name is very common.’ I 

, too, curiously enough, that ‘‘snake’* is sometimes used bva 

peop e no less widely removed from us than the Japanese to desig- 

nate ruit unfit to be eaten by man. For instance, a Jbeautiful large 

re ruit much iesembling the strawberry, but whose flavor is per* 

ecty insipid, is popularly called snake-berry, signifying that it is 

y * .^? oc ^ ^ or snakes. Our popular name of Devil s apron tor 
t e amiliar kelp, Laminaria longicruris , doubtless arises from the 
to xant size of some of these plants, and I am told that in Japan this 
prefix sometimes designates an unusually large species. For in¬ 
stance, a monstrous thistle is called devil-thistle. Also a large vari¬ 
ety o the particular rhomboidal-shaped Chinese nuts called hishi 
are popularly known in Japan as devil-hishi. However, with the 
Japanese as with us, devil may mean “ armed,” or uncanny in appear¬ 
ance, as the u devil-lotus,” one with very prickly leaves. Our well- 
nown prickly pear, Opuntia Rajinesqii or O. vulgaris , when culti- 
vated in northern Ohio, is somewhat generally known as devil * 

seem a most fitting name to any one who ha- s 
imprudently filled the tips of his fingers with the insinuating barbed 

bristles. 


As a rule, I have here entered only such popular names of wild 
p ants as are not recorded in the new edition of Gray’s Manual. 

ood s Botany contains some of those that I have collected irom 
various parts of the country, but such as I have here retained as are 
ound in either of these floras are given for the sake of designating 
special localities for such names, or because of some note that 

seemed worth appending. 

In those instances in which I have given as locality only the name 
0 the State, it is either because the name is known to be in use m 
various parts of the State, or because my informant could not gw® 
t e county or town. Some names given are such as were certain) 
current a good many years ago in the localities cited, but have no 
^een verified as still existent there. It would often have been ve 0 
1 cult to make inquiries about the present currency of these names t 
cnee they have been allowed to stand as probably still in use. 
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RANUNCULACEAL 

Clematis Virginiana y traveller’s joy ; wild hops. N. H. 

devil’ s darning needle. So. Vt 

Anemone nemorosa y wild cucumber. N. H. 

Mayflower. Boston. 

Hepatica triloba , mouse-ears. Mason, N. H. 

Mayflower. Hemmingford, P. Q. 

Anemonella tItalictroides, wind-flower. Mansfield, 0 . 

Thalictrum poly gam tun, rattlesnake-bite. N. H. 

muskrat-weed; musquash weed. South- 

bridge, Mass. 

Thalictrum dioicum y shining grass. 1 Weathersfield, \ t. 

Ranunculus (double garden buttercups), golden daisies. Kic an 

Co., 0 . -«\M 

Ranunculus aquatilis y var. t rich ophy 11 us y moss (gives name to oss 

Creek,” Carroll Co., Mo.). 

CaltJia palustris , May-blobs. Salem, Mass. 

coltsfoot. Stratham, N. H. 

Coptis trifolia , yellow-root. N. H. v nd 

Pigella Damascena , love-in-a-mist; lady-in-the*green. * *** 

Westward. 

lady-in-a-chaise. N. H. 
devil-in-a-bush. Northern Ohio. 

% . St. Catherine's flower. (Locality ?) 

ragged lady. Wisconsin. 

Aquilegia Canadensis , honeysuckle. N. E.; Peoria, Ill- 

rock-lily. Mason, N. H. 
duckies. Annapolis Co., N. 
meeting-houses. New England. 

Aconitum Nafellus , Venus’ chariot. 2 Brookline, Mass. 

Act<2 spicata , var. rubra , snake-berry. Belleisle, N. B. 

NYMPHiEACEiE. 

Nelumbium luteum , chinquapins. Carroll Co., Mo. 

Nuphar advena, cow-lily. Washington Co., Me. 

dog-lily. New England, 
beaver-lily. Me. 
bull-head lily. N. t&i ' "r-v. 

ducks. 3 Chestertown, Md. 

1 See, also, Impatiens. The name is given because of the silvery PP 
0 ^the leaves when immersed in water. 

# swans are hidden in the hood. 

Otty. docks, as in spatter-dock ? 
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SARRACENIACE.E. 

Sarraceniapurpurea, Adam’s cup. Dudley, Mass. 

foxglove. N. H. 

Indian pitcher. N. B. 

P I PAPAVERACEiE. g 

Eschscholtzia, California poppy. General. 

HB5§id^^^‘£CUps-of-flame. New England. 

Papaver (a small species), coquettes. 1 Mansfield, O. 
Aigemone Mexicana, bird-in-the-bush. Arlington, Mass. 

flowering thistle. Mansfield, O. 
Sanguinaria Canadensis, snake-bite. N. H. 


FUMARIACE/E. 

Ad limn a cirrhosa, Alleghany vine. N. Ohio. 

mountain fringe. So. Vt. ; E. Mass. 

fairy creeper. Fredericton, N. B. 
Dicentra spectabihs , diethra. Mass. 


*~-J. w. t..v CRUCIFERS. 

Lepidium Virginieum , birds’ pepper. Nebraska. 
Lapse lla bursa-pas tons, pepper-plant. Allston, Mass. 


VIOLACEiE. 

9 - 

Viola palmata, var. cucullata, hood-leaf violet. Franklin, Mass. 
Viola (sp. unknown), rooster.hoods. Buncombe Co., N. C. 

mgit tat a, spade-leaf violet. Franklin, Mass. 

Viola Canadensis , June flower. Woodstock, N. B. ; Houlton, Me. 

Viola tricolor, lady’s delight. Mass. ^ 

Cupid s delight, Salem, Mass. 

Johnny-jump-up. 2 O. and Ill. 

tola pedata, horseshoe violet. Concord, Mass. 

% f 1 r .f i ;°F oot vio] et. New England. 

>K>rSe violet. New England. 

t 

DROSERACEjE. 

Drosera rotundi/olia, eye-bright. N. H. 


CARVOPHYLL ACEjE. 


W***kus barbatus, bunch pink. Vt.; So. Ohio. 
aponana officinalis, old maid’s pink ; London pride. Salem, M^ ss - 


French coquelicot . 


wuoas pniox. 


•h ^ | 


J- 


-- 

th* ^ Ohio, this name is commonly abbreviated into Johnn 

is nic 'name is often applied by children to the common wild blue violet. 


Johnnies, and 
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I Silene cucubalus, snappers. Salem, Mass. 

Silene Armeria, wax-plant. Mansfield, O. 

I sweet Susan. N. H. 

I none-so-pretty. Hatfield, Mass. 

} pretty Nancy. Franklin Center, P. Q. 

I Silene noctijlora, gentlemen’s hats. Gilsum, N. H. 

I lychnis Githago , old maid’s pink. N. H. 

) mullein pink. Annapolis Valley, N. S. 

; Lychnis choicedonica^ sweet william. Weathersfield, Vt.; So. Ohio. 

I — fire-balls. Mansfield, O. 

\ scarlet lightning. 1 Hemmingford, P. Q. 

I PORTULACACEjE. 

mtortulaca oleracea , pusley. U. S. 

j Portulaca grandijlora, Mexican rose. Chestertown, Md. 

I rose-moss. So. Nebraska. 

I French pusley. So. Vt. 

I Claytonia Virginica, good-morning-spring. (Locality?) 

wild potatoes. Union Co., Pa. 

Mayflower. Hemmingford, P. Q. 

| MALVACEAE. 

Abuttlon A vice mice, butter-weed. Peoria, Ill. \ 
j sheep-weed ; Mormon-wlwd ; vdlfitWCfift 

I Quincy, Ill. 

button-weed. Chestertown, Md. 

Abutilon striatum, flowering maple. Mansfield, O. 

1 Mol'ua rotundifolia, cheeses, or cheese-plant. U. S. 

Naha moschata, musk-plant or musk. Mansfield, O. 
hibiscus tnonutn , black-eyed Susan. N. H.; N. B. 

I devil’s-head-in-a-bush. N. H. 


GERANIACE^. 

Geranium maculatum , chocolate-flower. Strath am, N. H. 

‘hrgonium (common pink and white species or var.). app c o e 

n ium. Mansfield, O., and parts of Mass. 

* alis strict a, ladies’ sorrel. Allston, Mass.; Stratham, N. n. 

thensfulva, snap-dragon. N. H. 

snap-weed. N. B. ^ BB 8 

kicking colt. E. Mass. 

shining grass. 2 Weathet 9 ficW» \, _ „ .; * 



Probably a corruption for Lychnis 
See note on Thalictrum diouum . 
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balsam-weed ; slipper-weed ; lady's ear-drop. Mans¬ 
field, O. 

lady’s slipper. Plattsburg, N. Y. ; Mansfield, 0 . 
lady's pocket. Mansfield, O. 

Impatiens balsamina, lady’s slipper. Mansfield, O. 

4 • J* 

ILICINEjE. 

Nemopanthes fascicularis , brick-timber ; cat-berry. 1 Fortune Bay, 

^^Newfoundland. 

CELASTRACEiE. 

Celastries scandens , Roxbury wax-work. E. Mass. 

Jacob’s ladder. Strath am, N. H. 

Euonymus atropurpureus, Indian arrow. Salem, Ind. 

Pachystima Canbyi, rat-stripper. N. J. 

VITACEjE. 

, ffl fi l rt " *. Lriwi jtrf * iff * * 

cordifolia , chicken grapes. Chestertown, Md. 

ANACARDIACEjE. 

glabra, shoe-make. Ohio and Ill. 

Rhus toxicodendron, black mercury. Harmony, Me. 

mercury or markry. N. H. 
mark-weed. Kennebec Co., Me. 

POLYGALACEjE. 

Polygala paucifolia, babies’ feet. N. H. 

babies’ toes. Hubbardston, Mass. 

4 

LEGUMINOSiE. 

Crotalana ( oimlisf ), rattlesnake-weed. Mansfield, O. 

Genista Unctoria, wood-wax. Essex Co., Mass. 2 
Lupinusperennis , wild pea. Worcester Co., Mass. 

Lupinus villosus, monkey faces ; sun-dial. 3 N. Ohio. 

Trifolimnpratense , “real sweet clover.” Mass, and parts of Me- 
Amorpha canescens, shoestrings. Ill. 

Apios tuberosa, traveller’s delight. New Albany, Miss. 

wild bean. N. B. 

PmUolus multiflorus, flower bean. Mansfield, O. 

£ a »yl 

This, like most of the other names quoted from Newfoundland, is taken 

Rev. A. C. Waghorne’s Wild Berries and other Kdiblc Bruits of 

end Labrador . ; _ * [JjB ^ 

In this its principal American locality, the plant is never called wood wa 
or any other name than that above given. 

So called from the monkey-like profile of the seed. 
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Arachis liyp ogee a, ground-nut. Chestertown, Md. 

goobers. Southern. ' 

pinders. Miss, 
ground-peas. Ky. 

Schrankia uncinata , sensitive rose. West and South. 
Schrankia sp., shame-vine. N. Miss. 


ROSACEjE. 


Pninus serotina, rum-cherry. 1 N. E. 

Primus Americana, wild goose plum. Chestertown, Md. 


Primus hortulana , wild 


goose plum. 


Markets of Boston and else- 


Pninus rnaritiina (?), mountain cherry. Chestertown, Md. 

Spirna sp., spice hard-hack. Bonny River, N. B. 

Pub ns odoratuSy mulberry ; Scotch caps. Hemmingford, P. 

Rubus chamcemorus , baked apples. New Brunswick and Grand 


Q 


Manan 


trifioT 


bake-apple-berry. Grand Manan. 
rry. Washington Co., Me. ; N. B. 


dewberry. N. B. 

plumbog. Newfoundland, 
swamp-berry. Newfoundland. 

cinnamomea, kitchen rose. Boston, Mass. 


Rosa 
Pyrus arbutifoh 


HHVHp N ‘ E - 

choke-pear. Washington 


m m ^ w w w' — — ^ — 

yrus Americana , witch-wood. 2 N. H. 


round-tree (for rowan-tree). N. B. 


dog-berry 


Newfoundland. 


Jap 


missey moosey. N. H. 


Chestertown, Md. 


flow r ering quince. O., and somewhat general. 


UUYVVllll^ V.|UIUV/V. 

'atagus, thorn-apple. Mansfield, O. 

* _ / v • _ 


}} ie lanch i 


J 


Central States. 


sugar plum; shad-blow. 


N. H. 


Washington Co., Me. 


sugar pear. 
juice-pear or juicy pear. 


Provincetown, 


Mass 


May 


8 N. B. 


Prom its use in flavoring “cherry rum. M 
these cherries to make “ cherrv bounce.” 

I r Art » t * 

carried, supposed to keep off witches. 
f]Si&ne of blooming. 


In the 


W. and S. whiskey is used 
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SAXIFRAGACE.E. 

# 

Saxifraga Virginiensis, Mayflower. Allston, Mass. 

Ribesprostratum, skunk currant. 1 Washington Co., Me. 

Ribes aureum, flowering currant. General. 

clove currant. Cambridge, Mass. 

CRASSULACE.1E. 

Sedum acre, love entangled. N. Ohio. 

Sedum {pule he Hum ?), flowering moss. Mansfield, O. 

Sedum Telephium, witches’ money-bags. W. Mass. 

evergreen. Chestertown, Md. 
everlasting. Hemmingford, P. Q. 
Aaron’s rod. New Hampshire, 
frog’s mouth ; frog’s bladder. N. Y. 
pudding-bag plant. Mass, 
leeks. Stowe, Vt. 
frog-plant* N. H. 
frogs’ throats. Bedford, Mass. 

Sempervivum tectorum , hen and chickens. N. Ohio. 

Bryophylluvn calycinum, life-plant. Cambridge, Mass. 

ONAGRACEjE. 

CEnotkera fruticosa , scabbish. N. H. 


cucurbjtaceje. 

Lagenaria sp., mock orange. N. Ohio; Central Ill. 
Eclnnocystis lobata, wild cucumber. N. B., and U. S. generally* 


begoniaceje. 

Begonia metallica, elephant’s ears. Bedford, Mass. 

Begonia maculata, trout begonia. Bedford, Mass. 

fish begonia. Cambridge, Mass. 

Begonia 'Warscewiczii, pond-lily begonia. Cambridge, Mass. 
Begonia sp. (similar to B. maculata , but not spotted), coral begonia. 

Bedford, Mass. 

Begonia sp., beefsteak geranium. Mansfield, O. 

strawberry geranium. Mansfield, O. 


Opuntia Rajinesqii, or ) 
O. vulgaris . jj 


CACTACE/E. 

devil’s tongue. 


N. Ohio. 


1 From the offensive musky smell of the fruit. . e pj<jer 

8 Because of a children’s custom of blowing up a leaf so as to make t 
mis puff up like a frog. 


» 
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FICOIDE/E. 

Mesmbryanthemum sp., dew plant. N. Ohio. 

rat-tail pink. Dorchester, Mass. 


UMBELLIFERjE, 

Dancus carota, parsnip. Harmony, Me. 

Erigenia bulbosa y turkey-pea. (Locality ?) 

ARALIACE/E. 

f 

Araha racemosa , Indian root ; life of man ; petty morrell. N. H. 

spignut. Vt. 

Hg" CORNACEjE. 

Cornus Canadensis , bunch plums-; pudding-berry. 1 N. H. 

pigeon-berry. N. B. • 
cracker-berr.y. 1 Newfoundland. 

Cornus stolonifera , red-brush. Central States. 
blyssa sylvatica, hornbeam. N. H. 

CAPRIFOLI ACEjE. " 

Viburnum lantanoides, moosewood. Mass. 

Viburnum op ulus y high-bush cranberry. Washington Co., Me., and 

N. B. 

♦ witch-hobble. N. H. 

iburnum nudum, withe-wood. N. H. 

bilberry. Annapolis Royal, N. S. 
iHtuta borealts, two-eyed berries. St. Stephen, N. B. 
ynphoncarpus racemosus, snow-drop. Mansfield, O. 


RUBIACEvE. 

Hoiistonia coerulea y blue-eyed babies. Springfield, Mass. 

Quaker ladies. Concord, Mass.; 

Boston. 

innocence. Boston, Mass, 
eyebright.. Isles of Shoals, 
angel-eyes. (Locality?) 
bright-eye. Baltimore, Md. 

forget-me-not. Kentucky. 

■>.V ’ star of Bethlehem. Miss. 

Quaker beauty. (I^W t 1 

q Nuns. (Locnkty 'PS , C 

occidentalism pin-ball. N. ■ > " 

1 Probably from its insipid character. 
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Mitchella repens , squaw-vine. Parts of N. E. 

snake-berry. N, Y. ~ 

cow-berry. Ulster Co., N. Y. 
boxberry. Bedford, Mass, 
two-eye-berry. Wakefield, Mass. 


COMPOSITE. 

Eupatonam purpureum, motherwort. Brookfield, Mass. 

Queen-of-the-meadow. Worcester Co., Mass. 

marsh milkweed. Mass. 

A '&iMf<wgo (any sp.), yellow-tops. N. B. 

Calhstephus Chinensis, fall roses. Mansfield, Ohio. 

Aster (any sp.), frost-flowers. N. B. 

Engeron Canadense , cow-tail. Normal, Ill. 

Antennana plantagini} oiia, Indian tobacco. N. E. ; Neb. 

woman’s tobacco. Boston, Mass, 
ladies chewing tobacco. Wisconsin, 
pussy’s toes. Worcester, Mass, 
dog toes. N. H. 

Anaphalis margaritacea (?), life-of-man. N. H. 

Gnaphaliumpolycephalum, life everlasting. N. E. ; No. Ohio. 

old field balsam. N. E. 

life-of-man. St rat ham, N. H. 

fuzzy-guzzy. Mansfield, O. ♦ 

feather-weed. 1 No. New York. 
inbrosia artemisuefoha, tassel-weed. Hingham, Mass. 

X**** ele gans, youth-and-old-age. n M ansfield, O. 

^ \hr^u t yellow daisies. Mass., N. B., and general. 

golden Jerusalem. N. H. (local), 
black-eyed Susans. N. Vt.; Cape Cod. 
nigger-heads. (Name apparently brought from So. 

U. S.) N. B. 

nigger daisy. E. Mass. 

oreopsis tmetona , Rocky Mt. flower. Mansfield, O. 

Bidens (all species), Spanish needles. Ill., and Central States gen¬ 
erally. 

Authemis cotu/a, dog-fennel. General. 

pi&sty daisy. Ipswich, Mass. 

rysanthemnm leucanthcmum , pismire. Bast Weymouth, Mass 

bullseye.. N. B. 


1 


Name given because the b 


substitute for feathers. 


were 
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Artemisia abrotanum , boy’s love ; 1 lad’s love. 1 Various parts of New 

England. 

old man. 1 Ohio ; Ill. 

Leamington. Ipswich, Mass. 

to 

Artemisia sp., old woman. 1 N. Ohio. 

liranthemum , ) _ _ T . 

Htlichrysum, |j paper-flowers. N. Ohio. 

Cnicus pumilus, bull-thistle. New England. 

Cmcus (any species), stickers. St. John, N. B. 

Cichorium Intybus, blue dandelion. N. H. 

blue sailors. Brooklyn, N. Y. 

PpBpw* autumnalis , arnica. E. Mass. 
lactuca (any species), milkweed. N. B. 

1 | 1 * % 

LOBELIACEjE. 

cardinalis , slink-weed. Princeton, Mass. 


ERICACEAE. 


tylussacia (all species), black hurts. 2 Newfoundland. 

Vtocimum (many species), whortleberry ; bilberry. Newfoundland. 

_i_• rrrnnnrl-hlirtS. NCW- 


any low blueberry ; ground-hurts. 

^^^■^■^^^^^foundland. 

(any species under sub-genus Cyanococcus), bluets. 

among French Canadians. 
tocinium Oxycoccus, marsh cranberry. N. B. 

Vacci; 


N. B., 


marshberry. Newfoundland. 


macro carp on 


N. B. 


bearberry; bankberry. Fortune Bay, New 


hccv 


foundland. 


ccim um Vitis-Idcea , rock cranberry. N. B. 

lO&PilOC r • m TTT 1 !_ 


serpyllifolia, ivory 


Washington Co., Me 


capillaire; maiden-hair ; 3 teaberry. New 


ret i 


Brunswick. 


Mass 


N ewfoundland. 



Newfoundland 


l g<ea 


r epens 


Conn. 


"p apparently given from supposed aphrodisiac qualities, or because 

H ° VC ,fictions. 

is an abbreviation for “ whortleberry.” «- c inn of an 

■Paine, attached to a description of the plant, was t e ® . (fern) 

' 1M protest bv a botanist in Fnaland at the idea of the matdenhau (tern, 


Brunswick 
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Gaultheria procumbens , young plantlets ; drunkards. 1 Barnstable, 

Mass. 

youngsters. 2 Me.; Mass, 
prinks or chinks. N. H. ; Mass, 
young chinks. Mason, N. H. 
pippins. 3 Stratham, N. H.; Central Mass, 
young ivories ; ivory plums. N. H. 
ivory leaves; ivory plums. Ipswich, Mass.; 
Me. 

mountain tea. Eastern Ohio, 
ivy-berry. N. B. 
deer-berry. (Locality ?) 
one-berry. (Locality?) 
chicken-berry. Penn. 

Kalmia latifolia , spoon-hunt. Mason, N. H. 

Kalmia angustifolia , sheep-poison. N. E. 

spoon-wood ivy. Conn. 

Rhododendron viscosum, swamp-pink. Allston, Mass. 
Rhododendron nudijlorum, election pink. Hillsborough, N. H. 

river pink. Cavendish, Vt. 
swamp pink. Parts of N. E. 
swamp apple. E. Mass, 
honeysuckle. Md. 

Rhododendron RJiodora, lambkill. N. B. 

Chimaphila umbellata , noble pine ; bittersweet. N. H. 

love-in-winter. Maine. 

Chimaphila maculata, ratsbane ; wild arsenic. Blue Ridge, Va. 
Monotropa uniflora , convulsion-root. N. H.' 

ghost-flower. N. B. 

DIAPENSIACEiE. 

Pyxidanthera barbulata, pyxie moss. N. J. 

‘ PRIMULACEJE. *■ / ' 

Primula grandijlora, polyanthus. So. Vt.; Cambridge, Mass., Man 

■Bj f; '- field, O. 

cups-and-saucers. Mansfield, O. 

Tnentahs Americana , Star-of-Bethlehem. N. H. 

star anemone. Cambridge. 

APOCYNACEiE. 

Vinca minor\ myrtle. General. 

1 Believed by children to intoxicate. 

3 Young berries and shoots. 


* Young leaves. 
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ASCLEPIADACE.E. 


Asclepias luberosa , white root; yellow milk-weed 


W. Mass. 


GENTIANACEiE. 


Gcntiana Andrewsii, blind gentian. Haverhill, Mass. 


POLEMONIACEjE. 


Phlox pi/osa, sweetwilliam. Fort Worth, Tex. 
Phloxsubulata, flowering moss. No. Ohio. 


reptans 


Washington. Mansfield, O 

Mansfield, O. 


BORRAGINACE.E. 


Echinosp 


ifficinale 


No. Ohio. 


Mass 


sepiuni 


uscuta sp., love-vine. 


CONVOLVULACEjE. 

eepers. Mansfield, O. 
Rutland beauty. Temple, N 


H 


Worth 


SOLANACEiE. 

^otura Stramonium, 

Iftfra \atula, 

yciutn vulpare, nriw • Jackson vine: - iasmine. Mansfield, O. 


Jimson or J 


W 


jessamine. Stratham, N. H. 

SCROPHULARIACEjE. 



Jacob 


Parts of N. E. 


■ V4» V-# \. J l i 4 m v - - 

bread-and-butter. Ipswich, Mass. 

dead men’s bones. Troy, N. Y. 


•. UCcLU. 111^110 UUUV.4J, * j 

’hinuni majus, lion-mouth. Mansfield, O. 

'eglabra, bammany (for balmony ?)• Belleisle, • • 

ha quercifolia (?), corn-flower. H illsborougKj^O-i 

Pedicularia (?) . TT 

■eia coccinca , paint-brush. Peoria, Ill. J N. H.; Hemm g 


•IQ 

Indian paint-brush. Mass. 

Red Indians. Mass. 

Wickakee. 2 Mass, 
election posies. Dudley, Mass 

prairie fire. Wisconsin 


f( . aentl y a corruption < 

i ^ 0rm of the name 
An _ 


Jamestown, where the plant 

nn 1 ifAfC'l 


abundant. This 




376 


The Bota7iical Gazette. 


[November, 


BIGNONIACEjE. 

Tecotna radicans, foxglove. Chester town, Md. 

VERBENACE.E. 

Verbena stricta , fever-weed . 1 Peoria, Ill. 

LABIATiE. 

Nepeta Glechoma , Robin runaway. N. H. 

creeping Charlie ; Jack-over-the-ground; Gill-over- 
the-ground. * E. Mass, 
wild snake-root. Cambridge, Mass. 
crow-victuals . 2 Chestertown, Md. 

Brunella vulgaris , carpenter-weed. N. H. 

NYCTAGINACEjE. 

Mirabilis Jalapa, pretty-by-night. Fort Worth, Tex. 

AMARANTACEiE. 

Gomphrena globosa, French clover. No. Ohio. 

globes. So. Vt. 

CHENOPODIACEiE. 

Sa/icoi'tna herbacea , chicken’s toes. Kittery, Me. 

POLYGANACEyE. 

Rheum Rhaponticum, pie-plant. General in Middle States and west¬ 
ward. 

Rumex acetosella, horse-sorrel. Mansfield, O. 

^ § 

toad’s sorrel. Stratham, N. H. 
cow-sorrel . 3 Miramichi, N. B. 

gentlemen’s sorrel. Cambridge, Mass, 
sheep-sorrel. Wisconsin ; So. Vt. 

■Potygonwn aviculare , wire-grass. No. Ohio. 

door-grass. So. Ind. 

R°l)'gonum acre, turkey-troop. Long Island, N. Y. 

. EUPHORBIACEiE. 

Euphorbia maculata, milkweed. No. Ohio. 

Euphorbia margmata , Snow-on-the-mountains. N. H. \ Neb. 

Euphorbia Cypanssias, tree-moss. Mansfield, O. 

cypress. Rye Beach, N. H. 
butternut. Harmony, Me. 
i Irish moss. N. B. 

. Thought to be a specific for fever and ague. . i* 

Name used by the negroes. 8 Usually pronounced H ‘ V ^|S 
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Euphorbia Lathyris, mole-tree. 1 No. Ohio. 

JUGLANDACEjE. 

Carya tomentosa , bull-nut. Peoria, Ill. 




MYRICACEiE. 

Myrica cerifera , candle-berry. Worcester Co., Mass. 

CONIFERjE. 

Larix Americana, Juniper-tree. Newfoundland. 

Jutiiperus communis , hackmatack. Ipswich, Mass. 

fairy circle. E. Mass. 

juniper us sabina, var. procumbcns , savin. 2 Newfoundland. 


ORCHIDACEjE. 

Arethusa bulbosa , dragon’s mouth. Dudley, Mass. 
Habenana orbiculata , Solomon’s seal. Barre, Vt. 
nabenana fimbriata , meadow pink. Mass. 

0 'pripedium acaule, nerve-root. N. B. 

whip-poor-will. Boston, Mass. 

0 pripedium spectabile , nerve-root. N. B. 

whip-poor-will shoes. Conn. 

SCITAMINEjE. * 

Canna Indica, adder’s spear. Waltham, Mass. 

- AMARYLLIDACEiE. 

Narcissus Pseudo-Narcissus , Easter-flower. Mansfield, O. 

daffy. Stratham, N. H. 

tuspoeticus, single daffy. Stratham, N. H. 


IRIDACEjE 


rttpumila, crocus. Stratham, N. H. 

^ versicolor, poison flag. 

flag-lily. 

water-flag, 
liver-lily. 

ft dam ca nda Chine ns is, dwarf tiger-lily. Mansfield, O. 


1 


Opposed to keep moles out of gardens. 

I ho 1 J !_ J_ 


bemcs. 


7 Handbook* 
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LILIACE/E. 

Smilax rotundifolia, biscuit-leaves ; bread-and-butter. 1 Allston, Mass. 

wait-a-bit. 2 E. Mass. 

nigger-head. Miramichi, N. B. 

Mnscari botryoides , baby’s breath. E. Mass. 

bluebell. Chestertown, Md. 
bluebottle. Mansfield, O. 

Yucca filamentosa, thread-and-needle. Mass.; N. Y. 

Eve’s darning needle. Fort Worth, Texas. 
Maianthemum Canadensc , cowslip. )ennysville, Me. 

lily-of-the-valley; two-leaved Solomon's 
seal. N. H. 

Chntonia borealis , cow-tongue. Aroostook Co., Me.; N. B. 

heal-all. N. B. 

Oakcsia sessilifolia , wild oats. N. H. 

Lilium superbum^ nodding lilies ; Turk’s head. Mass. 
Erythronium Amencanum, yellow bells. Boston (?). 

Trillium erectum, dish-cloth or stinking dish-cloth. Franklin Cen¬ 
ter, p. ^^ 

bumble-bee root. New England. 

squaw-root. N. H. 

Benjamins. So. Vt. 

stinking Benjamin. N. B. (Any Trillium in N. B. 
is called Benjamin.) 

Trillium grandifloruniy white lilies. No. Ohio ; Chestertown, Md. 

Trinity lily. Wisconsin. 

Trillium erythrocarpum , Benjamins. New England. 

V * 1 COMMELINACEiE. 

Tradescantia crassifolia, wandering Jew. General. 

inch-plant. Salem, Mass, 
joint-plant. Cambridge, Mass. 

Jacob’s ladder. Hemmingford, P. Q- 

ARACE JE. 

Anscema triphyllum , bog onion. Worcester Co., Mass. 

wild turnip. Stowe, Vt. 

• g Jfack-in-the-pulpit. General. 

Symplocarpus fettidus, Polk-weed- (poke weed ?). Brookline, Mass. 

1 The young leaves eaten by children. , oU t 

On account of the difficulty of tearing loose clothing caught b) 

prickles. ’ * ; * iSl 
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GRAMINEjE. 

ienchrus tribuloides , sand-burr. Ill. and westward. 

ha mays , a species of pop-corn, with variegated ears; guinea-corn . 1 

Mansfield, €|. 

yellow kernels, striped with red ; calico corn. Ill. 
long, indented kernels ; dent corn. General, 
horse-tooth corn. Central Ill. 


FILICES. 

Pteris aquilina , hog-brake. N. H. 

Omunda regalis, buck-horn. Worcester Co., Mass. 

Omunda cinnamomea , fiddle-heads. 2 Central Me. 

Omunda sp., fiddle-heads. Petit Codiac, N. B. 

LYCOPODIACEiE. 

lycopodium clavatum, coral evergreen. Stratham, N. H. 

creeping fenny. N. B. 

lycopodium dendroideum , bunch evergreen. Stratham, N. H. 

crowfoot. Chestertown, Md. 

hcopodium complanatum, creeping Jenny. Bedford, Mass. 

liberty. Chestertown, Md. 
ground-cedar. $|. B. 

muscinejB..^ '4' ■ .^C - •- ■“ 

P°lytrie hum commune , bears’ bread. Dennysville, Me. 

rum-suckers . 3 Stratham, N. H. 
sp., robin-wheat. Mansfield, O. 


fungi. v 

fy } Henomycetes (any umbrella-shaped species), devil s umbrellas. 
/>!!» more ’ 

had us sp., death-baby . 4 Salem, Mass. 

ctuago Maydis (the smut of Indian corn), Devil’s snuff-box. 

^wrtown, Md. 

a phnia bellidijlora (a common lichen), red-cup moss. General 


because 


and 


Pcens. 


ores Ca ^ C< ^ ^ rom *b e supposed spirituous taste of the pasty mass o P® 


*Pores. 

4 N 


the family near whose 


terror 


beat 


v ln g down a colony of these as soon as they 

NO. 17. ' 8 


yard 
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Usnea sp. (a tufted hair-like lichen), whisker-moss. Mansfield, 0. 

ALG/E. 

Laminaria (saccharina ?). Venus’s apron-strings. Brookline, Mass. 
Laminaria longicruris , Devil’s apron-strings ; Deb’s apron-strings 

Portland, Me. 

Devil’s apron. N. E. coast. 

Spirogyra and allied confervaceae, frog-spit. U. S. 

frog-spawn. Parts of N. B 


BRIEFER ARTICLES. 

The systematic position of Entosthodon Bolanderi. —In February, 
1889, Dr. Edward Palmer, collecting in Lower California for the De¬ 
partment of Agriculture, found this species in thevicinity of Port San 
Quentin, about a hundred miles south of San Diego. This greatly 
extends southward the range of this species. It looks much like 
Funaria Californica Sulliv. & Lescp, in outward appearance, but differs 
from it in the more acuminate leaves, in the capsule more long-necked 
and constricted under the orifice when dry and in the mamillate lid. 
Closer examination of the plants, which are in excellent condition, 
shows furthermore only a rudimentary peristome; the costa ceases 
above the middle of the leaf; the cells near the apex of the leaf are 

more elongated. 

A search in the material of the closely allied genus Entosthodon 
led to the discovery of this identical species under the name of Entos¬ 
thodon Bolanderi Lesq. The one specimen in the National Hen)a- 
rium comes from the herbarium of Lesquereux himself, and is labelled. 
“ Entosthodon Bolanderi Lesq. Ad terram argillosam, prope San 

Francisco, Californise. No. 236. Leg. Bolander.” 

A comparison of Palmer’s plants with this specimen, and with t e 
figures in Sulliv. Icon. Suppl. t. 17, shows them to agree in all respects, 
except that the figure and description make no reference to the Ptti& 
rudimentary peristome, distinctly present in the specimens of Lesque 
reux collected by Bolander, as well as in Palmer's specimens. I 
peristome is as pronounced as in Funaria microstoma. In specimens 
of Funaria Californica in the National Herbarium, it is not nearly so 
well developed as figured in Sulliv. Icon. Suppl. t. 18, but is almost as 



